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Nonstructural protein SA of hepatitis C virus down-regulates the expression of PTEN CHENG Du,
JIANG Yong-fang, XIAO Xin-giang, GONG Guo-zhong. Institute of Hepatology of Central South University;
Department of Infectious Diseases, The Second Xiangya Hospital of Central South University, Changsha
410011, China
Corresponding author: GONG Guo-zhong, Email; guozhonggong@ yahoo. com

[Abstract] Objective To explore whether the non-structural protein SA ( NS5A) encoded by
human hepatitis C virus ( HCV) RNA genome could affect PTEN expression. Methods HCV NS5A
expressing plasmid was transfected into QSG-7701 cells. Indirect immunofluorescence was applied to detect
the expression of HCV NS5A in theses cells. The PTEN promoter reporter plasmid PTEN-Luc was cloned by
PCR from human genomic DNA. The PTEN-Luc plasmid was transfected alone or co-transfected with HCV
NS5A expressing plasmid pCNS5A into QSG-7701 cells. Luciferase assay were carried out. PTEN mRNA
transcript and protein levels were assessed by RT-PCR and Western blot, respectively. Results HCV NS5A
protein was detected in the cytoplasm of QSG-7701 cells transfected with pCNS5A. The relative luciferase
activity of PTEN-Luc was down-regulated in the presence of HCV NS5A protein, with dose-dependent
manner. The PTEN mRNA level was also down-regulated in cells transfected with pCNS5A plasmid, and
PTEN protein was significantly inbibitted by HCV NS5A protein. The repression of PTEN mRNA and protein
by HCV NS5A was also dose-dependent. Conclusions HCV NS5A down-regulates PTEN expression at
transcriptional level by inhibitting the promoter activity, mRNA transcription and protein levels. The data
shine a new light on the contributory role of NS5A in HCV-related hepatocellular carcinoma.
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BT 429775 ( hepatitis C virus, HCV ) jE& L 5
e A, How 5 18 vk, JOF 5 48 je
(hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC) [ % A= 2 YA 26
HCV JE45f) 8 H SA(HCV NS5A) /E - HCV JE45 44
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HAFRIBRYSE A, 7E 5 SoKF 48R HCV NS5A %f
PTEN &R EEVER, i HCV Fr8UF-4n i nd s+
PLEIBFFEAR R T8 0 S g A

HRLS 7%

— g AR

L. R FITAH L : pRe/CMV Sy EUA% 4 i 3R 3K 28
1A ; pCNS5A J265 1b % HCV NS5A [X. cDNA TifE S
pRe/CMV ) HCV NS5A 41 3=k ik, i 28 [ B2
T EERY hi 2 K558 OTF & 79143 Bk 5k
pGL3-Basic 27 HU R B 2 P 44, QSG-7701 4
kR R A A AR | e AR pE , DAL 2 H ol — =
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2. 50 : DMEM 4 ffg 3% 5% 5 i 45 1L 355 | Trizol
AR T (42 a5 Lipofectamine ™ 2000 1 [ 3¢
Invitrogen 2\ w5 B4 A £ 58 & Hi-PTEN 14 H
Millipore A\ 7 ; S dit A$t-B-WL3h & H ( B-actin) Flik
AL i FRIC Y S PTRPT-IgG 1 [ Santa Cruz 2\
A, DNA marker il RT-PCR i® # & ¥y H
Fermentas 2\ &), w7 B 2 fifF M %€ 38 57 & (luciferase
assay system) DNA [mISCIR 50 & | ook 42 B0 &
Taq i, DNA [R % A VI Sac 1 | Hind 1L A1 T4
DNA % B H Promega 2\ &), #i-HCV NS5A
T4 H Abcam /4H], FITC Fric 9 BRHTA 1gG 980 —
oy A DU LAY TRERARAF, HRAHER
JEEIE) B 9 Whatman 23 7]

O

L. 4 35 5% S ook % G . QSG-7701 4t it {5 ]
% 10% 54 13 1Y) DMEM 55520, T 5% CO, 155%
FE PR SR RR AN AR KA B IR MU S , A2 AR T
6 fLEFFRMR T, Fr ik 60% ~T0% 45 i) 4 g T

tensin  homology deleted on

PRI A5 R4 T R 3

2. (B HE R PED G BB L-2 R R
(ploy-L-lysine ) £b B J5 it A 6 FLEFFEAR, FiKs QSG-
7701 A RFIAE T RCA S5 3% ARG 6 FLEE SRR FF
YL ik 60% ~ T0% il & B, # pCNSSA Jii A J
pRe/CMV R sr 5% 4% QSG-7701 4 fift, I =5
XTHRZL . Y% 48 h 5 K 33 i B bR g
E T 1, PBS PR 1 1K ;4% Z K 2 10
min, PBS P74 3 ¥X;0.2% Triton X-100 iE4kK 15 min;
PBS Vi 4 WK ;5% A= 135 F 2R 1 (BSA) 364 2 h
ABi-HCV B MM ,37°C /K5 1 h; PBS e 3 1K
A B EHT-1gG,37T°C K 1 h; PBS Pk 3 Wk %6t
IR AR

3. F9%E PTEN J3 &) 1 5K 2l () 41 5 5k TR 35 35 2%
& K342 PTEN 1) DNA 571 ( GenBank : AF067844 ) , 5
i1 PTEN J53))F PCR 5%, M AFEH 2 DNA ( genomic
DNA) s ¥ 4% PTEN J2 3 T 4K DNA F B ( - 1456/
-357), BiinI¥k 5’ -GATGAGCTCGAGGAGTGGC
ACCAGTTTG-3" , FRIZ ALy Saclf 17 5 T UiE 5|
¥1k5° -GAGAAGCTT GCTGCTCAGTGTAGAGGGAA -
37, R Ab K Hind TEESIA7 5

PCR Jz W 451F:94°C 3 min;94°C 1 min, 60°C
1 min,72°C 90 s, 4t 30 NMEI, &5 72°C 4T i
7 min, PCR =%} 1100 bp, 28 2% By j& WH &8 JIE HL
VKSEE . DNA J B i a1 5 5 o e 2R i 45 25 I
AR pGL3-Basic 43 5illi#47T Sac 1 M Hind T XY
AT BEIRE BN, f Jm B i T4 o PRl 12,
VEREFE Y H A Ak DHS o B2 S, KA N 5
F A LB - # i ot ) FH P v B, 28 i U1 1L 5% ) 25
Yo I, i bl T AR A FR A "l AT .

4. RT-PCR ¥l PTEN mRNA 7£ QSG-7701 4
i R K « A0 % R AN FAR 7 ik [T, K pCNSSA
S pRe/CMV (0.5 pg 1.0 pg F12.0 pg) kLol
YL QSG-TT01 4 L, 15 o e e oA 20 A A Xof |,
Yk 48 h J5 FH Trizol 1055 $2 HU 4% ZH 40 M9 & RNA, 43
RS 21 5 RNA 2 g SR RT 38050 & 36 4% 5% o
cDNA 4R J5 PCR 9§31 PTEN X:[H, L GAPDH i 4
ZM8 . PTEN #5190 57 -TTGAAGACCATAACC
CACCA-3’ | Fiiis|%h 5° -CACATAGCGCCTCTGA
CTGG-3" , § HiK- B 250 bp, NS5A [iEa|¥h 5 -
CACGCCCGGATTACAACCCT-3" , F Uil ¥k 5°-
GCAGCAGACGACGTC-3" , ¥ 14 K- B 400 bp, NS
GAPDH 38|41k 5’ -CCACCCATGGCAAATTCCA
TG-3" , Fs|%k 5’ -TCTAGACGGCAG GTCAGGT
CCACC-3" 4 K Bt A /N 598 bp.

PCR & v %5 F:94°C 3 min; 94°C 30 s, 60°C
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30 5,72°C 30 s, 3L 35 AMEIR, 5 72°C ZEAH 7 min,
PCR ¥4 2% B HEEERE Ik 5347

5. Western blot A&l NSSA % 4 fil PTEN % [ 7¢
QSG-7701 Zuffarf i)k . B3 W B % % pCNSSA K
pRc/CMV (0.5 pg 1.0 pg.2.0 wg) JFUkL K ARFE G it
R 7 41 QSG-7701 4 Mg, A 4f B 24 R (50
mmol/L Tris pHS8. 0, 150 mmol/L NaCl, 1% PMSF,
0.1% Aprotinin,1% Trinton X-100) ,J&>J 5 B IK - 15
min, 12 000 r/min, 0> 5 min, YA V5 (40 SR
F1) o BRI H 20 ¢ FH,12% SDS-PAGE Hijk,
MRS A R 2R 1 e B R TR 4T 4E 32 I (NC i)
R 5% BiRg AR W E iR A 2 b, el in A N S di-
B-actin \Hi-NSSA FHi-PTEN ( TAE#kE 1:500) , 4°C
BEE R, PBS YEIE 3 ¥, A ALY AR 10 1
Pi-1gG y —Ht (TAEHE Hy1:1000) ,37°CHEH 2 h,
PBS YEME3 ¥k, THEER N ECL {2 A6, 2R )5
A ER., SR 3 IR,

6. 7 R S0 5 e R I i) &
OB A 45 B8 3 £7. PTEN-Luc (2 pg), PTEN-Luc
(2 pg) + pRe/CMV(0.5 pg.1.0 pug.2.0 ng) ,PTEN-
Luc(2 pg) + pCNS5A(0.5 pg 1.0 pg.2.0 wg) BEAt
YL QSG-7701 4 Jifg 48 h J5, LA 1 x PBS P& 41 ity
1RGN 200 pl/ FLIY SEAEOIFIR ST, UK T 224
5 min, 4°C,12000 r/min B.0> 2 min, B335 FH 245K
JHREBARR] R R, 2 20 . BIE A 100 ul &
BE MK Y, T ot E il (20/20n Single-Tube
Luminometer ) HGIN & om I . S E A3 IR,

=\ Geit b

K SPSS 16. 0 FAF AT ST 27 40 # , 2 4 1]
AT R R T 26 30, IR LU AT LSD-1 A 5: , LA
P < 0.05 HERAAGIEE L.

# =R

— HCV NS5A ZE [17E QSG-7701 4 rp iy 261k

R PRI S 561, T2 Wi T WL SR Ik el
BEYL hCNSSA [ QSGT701 41 i ffL 252 H 30 43 (0 56 '
TOURL, T A Y FE IF 5% % pRe/CMV 1 48 it P oK
R EGEERL (K1) .

— HCV NS5A il PTEN J& 2776 4

4 QSG7701 4 g 53 il %% Y J5i i PTEN-Luc
PTEN-Luc FIAS [A] 7] it () 25 [ 1 4& pRe/CMV (0. 5
pg 1. 0 pg.2. 0 pg) ., PTEN-Luc FI1A [F] ) & Y
pCNS5A(0.5 pg. 1.0 ug.2.0 wg),48 h J5 4
PRLHEA T 3 o 3 S PR o 45 R B, B ¢ PTEN-
Luc FURLZH 2 ] 5 PTEN-Luc 4% QAN [R] 71 & 7 25
FI Bk pRe/CMV 2H 41 fifd % e 22 BTG P A AL 5 1 3

5% PTEN-Luc FIAS[A]5 & () pCNSSA [Tk 4 it
a RS T %, IF HLBE & 5 Y« pCNS5A J5i i 5l
BN, W R R TR O B, SR K
KER(K2A~B),

= HCV NS5A 41| PTEN mRNA fi{%% 5%

ik HCV NS5A [y it ki pCNS5A (0.5 pg.,
1.0 pg.2.0 wg) Ff1zs [ ik pRe/CMV (0.5 pug 1.0
g 2.0 pg) 4 HIBERT 54 Ge Ak QSG-7701 , R
RT-PCR #3240 ffd b PTEN mRNA f93ik, 4503%
W], 7 GAPDH W&k —S BN R, 7 YL A )5
25 (TR pRe/ CMV 41 40 it 5 2 75 Yo Joof 4 41 i
i PTEN mRNA #y7K-FAHL, {HRfE pCNSSA % 4L
FEHE N, PTEN mRNA % 5K P btz TR, 54
SR JTORLA S L e s 1 TR A AN Lo A 22 S A
Gt E L (EI3A~C),

DU HCV NS5A 14| PTEN 75 [ i 323k

itk — 0 HCV NS5A J2 %5l i3 ) il PTEN
J2 BT 19 3% M 1 PTEN mRNA %5 5%, {iff PTEN % 1
FIRFEME, AP IR — A PTEN i RiA, ¥
pCNSSA DI FFIE (0.5 pg 1.0 pg #2.0 pg) B
B e QSG-7701 41 i, 5 AH 7 7] & 19 25 1 5 H
pRc/CMV (0.5 pg.1.0 wg F12.0 pg) B G iokL
R DR O N GRS ST N P O N b = e = D v s e
i R 5 oA B Y o R 4 40 i L $¢, PTEN 2 [ R A i
AEARL; 1T B Y« pCNSSA Jit k7 20 240 JfL, Bl & 4% 4L
pCNSSAFk7 I it A8 i, HCV NSSA 25 1 3 1814 i
B, 1 PTEN 28 12 8RR (K1 4A-C) o g
K 3] NS5A £ H 23k, JIESE pCNS5A Ji A 5% Ge il
Ji(El4B)

i i

PTEN J&iZ24 K BRI 25—~ B WU FE Vi iR
it 175 PR AR A DR JHH o B R R B I L
¥ 1 ( phosphoinositide-3-kinase , PI3K ) / Akt | J&j k1 %k
[} 18 i ( focal adhesion kinase, FAK) 1 MAPK 4 jif
AME 5 P8 T % B ( extracellular signal-regulated
kinase , ERK ) 4515 5 3 38 #4101 i 28 448 e S0 301 1
IBAT 5 S g AR R T, A e eE A A ) 8 B
R Ak, TE4Er 40 i 0 1F 5 A= B IE 3l 7 T R
HEEME . HCV NSSA & HCV (R 45 #y
M, H I REE 2, 78 HCV Fr8iUs & % -9 i) & pl
il g T LAY A, HCV NSS5A 2 75 52
PTEN Jt K23k, NIl 8 PTEN {555 42852 i 4
b eI R A U S = R N 0 e K T T e
4t PTEN-Luc 1 HCV NS5A Fkifi) QSG-7701 4ijid,
HCV NS5A 4l PTEN J&[H )5 sh—+ o3& vk, Haxfp
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Bl1 % pCNS5A ) QSG7701 ZHBrh HCV NSSA BEHAIR X
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i PE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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A
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i X
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PTEN mRNA %k
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CJ NT
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L

KA L (PTEN/B -actin)

T t
1.0 pg 2.0 pg
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g
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X
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4 PTEN EQ7ZEESREFRAE QSG-7701 4hk &k
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pgs5 ~ 7 ARUCHH Y pCNS5A FTRL 0.5 g 1.0 pg F1 2.0 pg; B F YA BRI PTEN 2 H K BEE ; C: 5L e AN R 7l i

pCNSSA ks PTEN 78 1 MK e i

PR RS e HCV NS5 A 3 1K AR 57 0 A9 3 fin i
Heai s [R5 B, 78 BE A 5% Y« HCV NS5A 5 kL 9 QSG-
7701 4iififg ,PTEN mRNA §% 527K P4 2% T R,
$E7R8 HCV NS5A 2 i i #0 il PTEN J& 2+ 178
B SE/KF- R PTEN ) mRNA Rk, A58
1 B BB AR & B PTEN 2R [ (193 35 7K1t i 4%
Y HCV NS5A ek B ) & Ay 38 Jin i i & ik DA
g5 R R, HCV NS5A 3@ i # i PTEN & (K 5 3)
TG, PIH] PTEN 3 K 59 %% 5%, T4 PTEN £
0355, 13Xt AT AE 2 HOV Jsie S8R % M 8 1Y
Pl Z—.

HCV NS5A A B I A HA& 5 DNA 856 195 1
gERE RIS RE I 1 5 2L TR 80 7 P 9 465 4 T B 4%
VI R 1 R ik, HCV NS5A F 55 5% oK SF # il
PTEN JL[H ik (AL HIME S — 20058 . AR
REA:AF ST % B HCV NS5A B 1175 5 40 g 4 SR Ak b
PO =5 40 LY ROS 7K, 3G NF-kB 484 SR+
EM2 T Vasudevan %“2] % I NF-xB g% v+
po5 ] I 5% 53 3801% F CBP/p300 3k T ## PTEN
B335, IR Hl B TNF-o 7 S 309 40 B 08 1
I, HCV NS5A il NF-kB {5 5 & 48 0] G 2 A il
PTEN J& A RIA 1 3 T Z — ; T3 SME ARG A R
PTEN &K i3 2 1 X A7 76 U p53 \Egr-1 Fll PPARy 45
B AN, X H 1 8 H 5 AR PTEN 3 5
TP A A NG KT s PTEN (3%

K AR BAES: HOV NSSA fiE S 1A

g

P53 LEATE B A, A p53 Thg' "™ | sk 4fE
HCV NS5A i il p53 B9Zhfie, BHLAT p53 %} PTEN
FEPR W B RAE AT, ] g & HCV NSS5A % 7K

He &
T PTEN 3Rk HLH 2 —.

S ARG K B HCV NS5 A G #5100 il 417 9 2%
PTEN f)3%iK , > HCV T BUs A& M I8 1) & i L
EED A A Tl R v A N R B
HCV NS5A A figifi i NF-kB il p53 {5546 5 i ok
SEEUGT PTEN 5 R 26 3k 5 o8 2 , (BT 75 0F — 2R 5K
HCV NS5A J& 753 i 38 i HAh A5 5 ik 72 90 ] PTEN
FEH I RIE

& % x #t
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