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[ Abstract] Objective To investigate the clinical features and the preventive measures of pulmonary
infection in patients with liver failure. Methods The clinical data of 226 patients with liver failure and the
incidence of pulmonary infection and distribution of pathogen were analyzed, retrospectively. According
to pulmonary infection, 226 patients were divided into two groups to compare the differences in sex, age,
complications and prognosis, respectively. Results The incidence of pulmonary infection was 35.84%
(81/226), most were infected with fungi (78.79%, 26/33). The incidence rate of pulmonary infection in
patients with liver failure over 60 years (52.94%, 18/34) was significantly higher than in those under 60
years (32.81%, 63/192). The rates of complicating with infections in other parts, hepatic encephalopathy and
hepatorenal syndrome in infected group were significantly higher than control group. The improvement rate
of infected group (46.91%, 38/81) was significantly lower than control group (61.38%, 89/145) (° = 4.418, P
= 0.036). But there was no significantly difference in case fatality rate between the two groups. Conclusions
Pulmonary infection was common in the patients with liver failure, especially those aged 60 years and over.
Fungi were the predominant pathogens. Pulmonary infection frequently appeared with other infections
and complications would affect the prognosis, so it should be prevented and controlled by comprehensive
measures.
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